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ADVERTISEMENT 


10 1H 


READ E R. 


T may not be improper to 
3 %%, "That this aro ? 15 
2 printed as J deliver d it, 
15 nl) with the Alteration of 

a ſingle Word here and 
thei," and a very few Sentences thrown 
in where, upon a Review, 1 thought 
there was a Deficiency, 

Should what I have offered be of Uſe to 
any of my younger Brethren, and give 
"bole who are, in a great Meaſure, 
Strangers to what is done among the 
Diffenters at their Ordinations, a more 


A 2 June: 


 favdurable Opinion of their Miniſtry, thas 


75 too generally receiud, this is all I 
aim at; nor ſhall I give my ſelf the 
Trouble of making an Apology for this 
Publication. If the Performance be ſuch 
as may anſwer any valuable Purpoſes, 
I cannot ſee what Need I have to excufe 
my ſending it to the Preſs; and if it 
ſhould be thought too mean to be of any 
Service, an Attempt that way will be of 
very little Signification. The World muſt 
now take it as it is; and all are welcome 
to read or neglect it, as they are diſpoſed. 
T Hall only add; that my Def, as far 
as 1 know my ſelf, is honeſt: And 1 
heartily wiſh that Miniſters, of all De- 
' nominations, may conſcientzouſly endea- 
vour to diſcharge their Duty, and that I 
may be found faithful. 


J. N. 
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CHARGE 


OR DINATION, Sc. 


Fr is a Pleaſure to ſuch as wiſh 
well to Chriſtianity, and have 
the flouriſhing State of  Reli- 
gion, in Generations to come, 
at Heart, to ſee that while ma- 
ny Miniſters go to the Grave worn out with 
Age and Labour, and ſome are called off the 
Stage in che midſt of their Uſefulneſs ; God 
is pleaſed to incline the Hearts of others, 
to devote themſelves to his Service in that 
Character; and we rejoice, dear Brother, 
that you are one of the Number. 
We take it for granted, Sir, that before 
you determined about this, you well con- 
Hs ider d 


6 A Charge at the Ordination of 
ſider d the awful Nature of the Work in 
which you have engaged, and the Di. 
couragements attending it; eſpecially at a 
Time, when ſerious Piety is fo viſibly upon 
the Decline ; when ſo many Diſputes a- 
riſe, and ſome of them are managed with 
ſo much Warmth, and ſo little Decency ; 
when Charity is languiſhing, and there are 
ſo few who ſhew a hearty Concern for a 
Cauſe, which they will allow to be the 
Cauſe of God. RO 
And as you have now been, at your ear- 
neſt Requeſt, inveſted in your Office ; we 
perſwade our ſelves, that you have acted in 
this whole Affair under the Influence of the 
beſt Principles; and that your Views are 
ſuch as they ſhould be. This we can eaſily 
believe; and therefore hope, that the Bleſ- 
ſing of God will attend you; that you will 
be aſſiſted and encouraged by our great 
Maſter, whoſe Servant you have the Ho- 
nour to be; and that, having the Guidance, 
Direction, and Help of the Divine Spirit, 
you will be made very Ulſcful in the Church, 
and to many Souls. 
The Validity of your Ordination is a 
Point which, without Doubt, you are fully 
ſatisfied in, and capable of defending : 
While ſome (and even among Proteſtants 
themſelves) are fond of a Scheme which 
makes an ' uninterrupted Succeſſion of Offi- 
cers ſuperier ta Precbyters, (a * 
at 
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that cannot poſſibly be proved) effential 
to a regular 125 => 2 PA 074 
ſufficient, but thoſe given upon that Foot; 
no ſuch Difficulties embarraſs you; you 
having been ordained according to Rules 


laid down in the New Teſtament, as far as 


we are capable of underſtanding them; 
and as Timothy was, by the laying on of the 
Hands of the Presbytery*, But it is not 
my Buſineſs, at preſent, to go into that Ar- 
gument. 3 ot FLA ON e 
That which I have before me, Sir, is to 
offer ſome Things relating to your Ma- 
nagement as a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. I 
am ſenfible that I am no Way equal to 
ſuch an Undertaking; nor, indeed, can 
1 855 be done to ſo great and extenſive a 

ubject, without much Labour, and by a 
. 176 Pen. All that I pretend to is, to 
ſuggeſt a few Advices, and that in a plain 
and artleſs Manner; and to enforce them 
by ſuch Mot ives as ought to awaken all 
that miniſter in holy Things, to a conſci- 
entious Diſcharge of their Duty. And as it 
was by your Deſire that I: conſented to un- 
dertake this Part of the Service of the Day; 
Tam ſure you will excuſe the Freedom 1 
ſhall uſe in this Addreſs ; nor can I queſtion 


a Preſervative 2 ainſt the Princi * &c. of che Nonjurors; 
By the now Right Reverend Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter. 
; > x Tim. iv. 14. 5 & at. Woe 4 


\ | my 


fervent in Prayer; faithful in a 
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my being heard by all 'my Reverend Bre- 


thren, here preſent, with Candour. 

And now give me Leave, Sir, to put 
you in mind of the Words of the illuſtri- 
ous St. Paul, which you have often read in 
the ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, Chap. iv. 3. 
Make * full Proof of thy Miniſtry. This 


Zig Apoſtle's Language before, is of a 


ſolemn Nature; I charge thee, ſays 


ke before God and the Lord Fefus Chriſt, 


who ſhall judge the Quick and Dead at his ab 
pearing, and his Kingdom : Preach the Word; 
be inſtant in Seaſon Nod out of Seaſon ; re- 


prove, rebuke, — 2 with a 2 fee -ſuffer- 


ing and Doctrine. Watch thou in all 
Things ; endure Afliction; do the Work of 
an ayes And then he ſubjoins this 
general and comprehenſive Exhortation : 
Make full Proof of thy Miniſtry. 
My Deſign in referring you to cheſs 
Words, is to excite you to endeavour, in 
eyery Reſpect, to approve your ſelf a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, to maintain the Dignity 
of your ſacred Character, and the Honour 
of your Office, and not to neglect any Thing 
that God requires, and the Church may 
expect from you. The Particulars J have 
to recommend, are theſe which follow, viz. 
Be diligent in your Studies; frequent aud 
[ the Dus 
ties of your holy Calling; exemplary in your 
ny — 3 ; zealous for the T1 mw 
an 


the Reverend Mr. Rice. 9 
and ſtedfaſt to tbe End. Allow me to offer 
ſomething to you under each of theſe 
Heads; and wherein I come ſhore, pray 
ſupply the reſt in your own Meditations. 

1. I call upon you, my Brother, to be 
diligent in your Studies. Where there is the 
beſt Preparation for the Miniſtry, you muſt 
be very ſenfible, that as there is Room for, 
ſo there will be Need of, daily Improve- 
ment, I ſhall not mention the ſeveral Parts 
of Learning in which you may employ your 
Time to the beſt Advantage, and which 
will beſt reward the Pains you may be at 
about them. Bur there is one Thing con- 
-cerning which J mult take the Liberty to 
be your Remembrancer, and that is, that 
a ſearch into the /acred writings, which 
contain an inexhauſtible Fund 'of diving 
Knowledge, is Buſineſs enough for a whole 
Life; ſuppoſing it to be ſtretch'd to a grea- 
ter Length than we can ever expect to 
reach ; So that this ſhould be, in a parti- 
cular Manner, apply'd to, and to this all 
your other Studies ought to be made ſubſer- 
vient. There is a vaſt Depth in the in. 
ſpired Boobs; and a Treaſure to be found 
there, which we muſt dig deep to come ft z 
but the Toil is glorious, and will be abun⸗ 
dantly recompenſed. There we meet with 
Truths the moſt important, and Diſcgverięs 
that will enlarge the Mind, and at the ſame 
Time feed and feaſt it. The ſacred Pages 

5 give 


10 A Charge at the Ordination of 
give a noble Pleaſure to the ſtudious and 
contemplative Soul: They contain the great 
Charter of our Happineſs, and ſhew us the 
Path to Glory: They are full of Light; 
raiſe our Thoughts high, and open a Proſ- 
pect into Eternity. And as from theſe we 
are to take the Rules we are to form our 
Tempers and Lives by; ſo in theſe we have 
the moſt powerful Motives to enforce our 
Duty, ſer in the ſtrongeſt Point of View; 
and the greateſt Conſolation, under all the 
Trials of Life, and Fears of Death, offered 

to us. The great Work of Redemption, (the 
Origin, Progreſs, and Perfection of which, 
the New Teſtament, compared with the Old, 
acquaints us with) is a Subject full of Won- 
ders; and theſe are Things which the An- 
gels defire to look into. I would obſerve 
again; That from the Scriptures our mini- 
fterial Furniture muſt be chiefly taken. The 
Apoſtle tells us, that all Scripture is given 
by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for 
Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for In- 
_ ftruttion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of 
| God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto 
all good Mors. Moreover, we live in an 
Age in which the moſt open Attempts have 
been made to diſgrace Revelation, and to 
bring it into Contempt. Among other 
Things, it has been inſinuated; That there is 
n Need of any other Light, beſides that of 

© 1 kfet. i. 12. 22 Tim. iii. 16. 

s 1 Nature 
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Nature (the Sufficiency of which, even in 
our lapſed State, has been ſtrenuouſly con- 


| tended for) that the ſacred Writings are in- 


conſiſtent with themſelves ; that they con- 


tain things altogether incredible, and which 


are not to be reconciled with God's moral 


Perfections, &c. and that therefore they can- 


not be a divine Revelation. Now ſuch as 


_ preach the Goſpel, muſt be able and ready 


to defend it (as you will hear under another 
Head) which cannot be done without ma- 

king 1t our Study. | 
By this Time, Sir, I perſuade my ſelf, I 
have ſaid enough to recommend ſuch Re- 
ſearches: It was the Charge of Sr. Paul to 
Timothy; Give Attendance to reading; 
Meditate upon theſe Tbings; give thy ſelf 
wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear 


10 alle. If Perſons will reſolve to make 
_ themſelves well acquainted with the Scrip- 


tures, and conſult thoſe Books, and acquire 
that Learning that is neceſſary for the right 
underſtanding of them ; they will find full 
Employment for their Time. Thoſe that 
have Congregations to take Care of, muſt be 


frequently among their People; and it 


would be wrong to keep themſelves altoge- 


ther confin d. Civilities muſt be paid where 


they are due; Friendſbips that are valuable, 


are to be kept up and cultivated; and thoſe 
innocent Diver ſions and Exerciſes, which 


© x Tim. iv. 13, 16. 
B 2 are 
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are neceſſary to keep the Body in a healths 


ful State, and to make the Mind more fit 


for Cloſe and ſevere Study, are undoubtedly 
to be uſed. - But it ought to be remember'd, 
that we have a great deal of Work to be 
done at home; and that to be, in a great 


Meaſure, a Stranger to Retirement, very ill 


ſuits the Character of one whoſe proper Bu- 
fineſs calls him to be much alone. | 
Before I diſmiſs this Head (in which you 
will obſerve, that the recommending a cloſe 
Enquiry into the Scriptures, is what I have 
had chiefly in View) it may not be impro- 
per to ſay, that I am altogether a Friend to 
a free Inquiry. I own, that the Sentiments 
of great and learned Men ſhould have a de- 
cent and juſt Regard paid them; and when 
ever we differ from ſuch, it ſhould be with 
Modeſty and Humility. This, I think, 
looks very becoming, and in young Mini- 
ſters eſpecially: But, at the ſame Time, the 
Right of every Man to judge for himſelf, 
ought inviolably to be maintained ; and if 
this had not been exerciſed, How would 
there have been any Chriſtians or Proteſtants. 
in the World? So that your Study of the 
Scriptures ſhould be free and impartial. 
And, Sir, I think my ſelf obliged to men- 
tion one Thing more to you, in relation to 
this Argument; which is, that nothing can 


de more neceſſary to your underſtanding the 
Oracles of God, than a Heart diſpoſed to 
922 . k 


Obe- 
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Dhedience. Our bleſſed Saviour has told us, 
that if any Man will do his Will, he ſhall 
know of the Doctrine, whether it be of God. 
Such a Perſon will throw off thoſe Preju- 
dices, which ſo often ſhut Peoples Eyes a- 
gainſt the Light, darken their Underſtand- 
ings, and give them a corrupt Biaſs; he will 
love Truth, and be ready to embrace it. 
And as God will not fail to teach and in- 
ſtruct Men of Integrity and Piety; ſo we 
have Reaſon to conclude, from the infinite 

Goodneſs of his Nature, that what ever Mi- 
ſtakes they may fall into, he will preſerve 1 

them from all ſuch Errors as would to them 

rove fatal. - 1 2 * 8 | 

2. Be frequent and fervent in Prayer. St. 
Fames tells us, that every good and perfect 
Git is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of Lights; with whom is no Vari- 

. ableneſs, neither Shadow or turning . And 
again he writes thus: F any of you lack 
| Wiſdom, let him ask of God, that giveth fo 
all Men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
| it ſhall be given him”. Prayer I take to be 

8 a Duty of moral, and therefore indiſpenſable, 

| Obligation; and required of all that are ca- 

pale of addreſſing their Maker, and paying 
im this Act of Homage and Devotion. 


5 This reſults from God's being our ab/o/ute 
\ Owner, and the great Benefactor and Friend, 
> to whom we are indebted for all the good 
J I John vii. 7. © James i. 17. d Ver. 5. 
N . 5 Things 
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Things we enjoy and hope for : So that 
ſuch as live without acknowledging the ſu- 
preme Being this Way, do thereby deny 
Bim to be what he is, and themſelves to be 
what they are; I mean, dependent Crea- 
tures. All therefore ſhould pray; and this 
Chriſtianity obliges us to. As to Miniſters, 
I would obſerve, that beſides thoſe Things 
which they have to aſk in common with 
People in private Life, there are many Calls 
upon them of a more peculiar Nature, to 
have their Eyes and Hearts often lifred up 
to Heaven in Supplication. We want a 
more than ordinary Degree of Wiſdom, to 
acquit our ſelves with Honour and Fide- 
licy, in the Places we fill. Our Work is 
great; and our Difficulties are many. We 
are obliged, in an eſpecial Manner, to pro- 
mote the ſpiritual and eternal Welfare of 
ſuch as are under our more immediate Care, 
by our Prayers for, as well as by our La- 
bours among them ; and the Variety of 
Circumſtances we paſs through our ſelves, 
as likewiſe the particular Caſes of others, 
who ſhould have a Room in our beſt 
Thoughts, will put us in Mind of being 
frequently with God in our Retiremenr. 
And fince we believe, and muſt know, that 
the Succeſ of all our Endeavours to pro- 
mote the _— of : Chriſt, and oe Sal- 
vation of Souls, depends upon a Ble 
from above ; and — 2. ter = have Plane 
5 | fe 
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ted and watered, it is God that giveth the 
Increaſe ; what can we expect, but that 
our Studies and Labours will be unprofita- 
ble and fruitleſs, if we do not, with a moſt 
ſincere and ardent Devotion of Soul, put 
up Petitions for that Bleſſing ? But, I 
hope I need not ſay any Thing more to 
you, Sir, about this; and I am ſatisfied you 
will excuſe my having ſaid ſo much. 

3. The next Thing I would recommend 
to you, my Brother, is Faithfulneſs in the 
Whole of your Miniſtry. Here a copious 
Subject opens; but I muſt content my ſelf 
with being very ſhort about ſome Things 
which, had I Time, would require, and de- 
ſerve, a more diſtin& Conſideration. 

Preaching, Sir, you muſt be; ſenſible, is 

a great and noble Part of the Work to 
which you are called. The Apoſtles had it 
in Commiſſion to go and teach all Nations. 
This is an Ordinance inſtituted by Chriſt, 
the Head of the Church; the Ends of it are 
molt excellent; its Advantages to Mankind 
vaſtly great; and it is what God has own'd 
in all Ages. It would be eaſy to make all 
this appear; but I ſhall now only ſay it, 
and eſpecially as the Proofs are obvious. 
How Miniſters are to diſcharge this Part 
of their Office, is what I ſhall not aim to 
enter fully into; and yet it will, perhaps, 
be expected that ſomething ſhould be ſaid 
i x Cor-ili, 7. * Matt, xxviii. 19. 


about 
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about it. And, in the General, I beſeech 
you, Sir, in the Language of St. Paul, that 
you would ſtudy fs fhew your ſelf approved 
unto God, a Workman that needeth not to be 
. rightly dividing the Word of © 

ruth'. Let the Glory of God, and the 
Welfare of Souls, be the great Things you 


aim at in compoſing and delivering all your 
Diſcourſes. Subjects of the greateſt Impor- 


tance ſhould be choſen and inſiſted on; for 
to neglect theſe for the ſake of gratifying 
People's vain Curioſity, by leading them 
into Speculations, in a great Meaſure un- 
profitable, or, indeed, upon any other Con- 
fiderations, is, I think, inexcuſable in one 
that profeſſes himſelf to be a Preacher of the 
Goſpel. We have many Things of the 
higheſt Moment to lay before our Heaters; 
and ſuch as they ought to be made well ac- 

uainted with. The Being of God is the 
Baſh of all Religion; and right Appreben- 
fions of his Attributes and Perfections, are 
neceſſary to render Mens Religion ſuch as it 
ſhould'be ; that is to ſay, rational, pure and 


* © ſpiritual, vigorous and active, ingenuous and 


cheerful, uniform and laſting. And were 

right Notions of the Deity inculcated and 
received, People would ſee themſelvs preſo d 
by ſuch Moti ves, to love, fear, and ſerve 
God, to ſubmit to his Will, to truſt in, and 
imitate him; and all theſe arifing from the 


2 Tim. ii. 15. 


Excel- 
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the Reverend Mr. Rice. 17 
Excellencies of his Nature, and the Diſ- 
plays he has made of them in his Works 
and Word, that, as one obſerves, They 
« would no longer look upon Religion as a 
«© Burden, but readily embrace it as their 
« Ornament and Crown, their Glory and 
« Happineſs v. So that we ſhould endea- 
vour to have our Minds filled with juſt, 
honourable and conſiſtent Notions of the 
ſupreme Being ; and do all we can to com- 
municate thein to others, and to ſhew the Ne- 
ceſſity of entertaining them. The Do- 
ctrine of Providence ſhould be carefully 
explained. It is of conſtant Uſe through the 
Whole of a Chriſtian's Life; and a right 
Temper of Mind, amidſt the numberleſs 
Viciſſitudes of this fluctuating and uncertain 
State, and a becoming Behaviour towards 
the great and wiſe Governor of the World, 
cannot be expected if this be not underſtood 
and well conſider'd. The Foundation of 
Morality (the Whole of which our Saviour 
has taken into his Religion, and taught in 
the higheſt Perfection) is a Topick of great 
Moment; and we ſhould endeavour to make 
the People underſtand, as they are able, 
that the Differences between Good and Evil, 
Right and Wrong, Juſt and Unjuſt, are un- 
changeable, and ariſe from the Reaſon and 
Relations of Things, which are immuta- 
bly the ſame. As to the  Evidences of 


n Scott Chriſtian => Part II. Fol. L. p. 389. 
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Chriſtianity, theſe muſt be ſer before our 
Hearers in the ſtrongeſt Light ; that they 
may be able to give the Reaſons of their 
Faith and Hope, and to ſay more for their 
Religion, than that it is the Religion of 
their Country, and that which they were 
brought up in by their Parents. The 
Glories of Chriſt, of his Perſon, and of his 
Offices, as Prophet, Prieſt, and King, muſt 
be diſtinctly repreſented. The mighty Be- 
nefits of his Undertaking for us as Media- 
tor, is a Subject which we cannot dwell too 
long upon ; to excite Men to all that Love, 
Gratitude and Duty, which ſuch Favours 
call for; and to raiſe in their Minds the 
higheſt Veneration and Eſteem, for one of 
his exalted Character, as God. man, and 
which ſo great a Friend and Benefactor, one 
who offer'd up himſelf a propitiatory Sacri- 
fice for us, may juſtly challenge. The 
great Deſgn of the Goſpel muſt be fer 
forth; the Purity of its End; its admirable 
Tendency to promote univerſal Righteouſ- 
neſs, Benevolence and Charity ; and its Suit- 
ableneſs to the Neceſſities of Mankind; that 
it may appear to be an Inſtitution, in all Re- 
ſpects worthy of God, and of every Man's 
Acceptation.— The Helps we are fa- 
vour'd with, who are under this gracious 
Diſpenſation, being much ſuperior to thoſe 
Which anaſſiſied Reaſon, and natural Light, 
can dive us, ought to be often taken Notice 


of, 
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of, that our People may be ſenſible of the 
peculiar Obligations they are under to God 
on this Account, and convinced that, if 
they do not improve theſe Helps, they will 
have a heavier Doom than others at laſt. 
The Covenant of Grace mult be opened with 
the greateſt Clearneſs; the rich and ineſti- 
mable - Bleſings of it diſplay'd, and thoſe 
Terms or Conditions, upon which God has 
declared he will accept Sinners, and admit 
them to Mercy, juſtly ſtated, and the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of them argued; that ſuch as re- 
ject them, may appear to be altogether in- 
excuſable. Faith and Repentance are Sub- 
jects in which all are concerned, and ſhould 
be frequently treated of, and an evangelical 
Obedience urged, as that without which, 
all the Profeſſion any may make, is vain. 
Men are to be told, that Sincerity 
muſt accompany the Whole of their Re- 
ligion ; and that if it does not, they do 
bur mock God, and deceive themſelves. 
All the Virtues and Graces which form 
the Chriſtian Character, are to be taught; 
and relative Duties ſhould have a Place in 
the Courſe of our Miniſtry ; nor ſhould we, 
by any Means, neglect co put our Hearers in 
Mind, that they muſt be careful to maintain 
good Works ; which St. Pau! would have 
Timothy affirm conſtantly ". Should we be 
called legal Preachers for doing this, we 

n Titus iii. 8, FEED | 
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need not be concern'd about it, as we have 
ſo good a Warrant, and the Example of 

Chriſt and his Apoſtles. to juſtify us. And 
they muſt be very weak indeed, who will 
ſpeak of us in that Manner; and eſpecially 
when we let them know (as we ſhould al- 
ways take Care to do) that we are juſtified 

freely by the Grace of God, through the Re- 
demption that is in Feſus Chriſt ; and that 
nothing that we can do, is to be pleaded as 

a Merit.—— Shall I add? that every Mo- 
tive to engage Men to do their Duty, 
ſhould be urg'd with all the Force that 
we can give it; and particularly thoſe 
which the Goſþe/ furniſhes the Chriſtian 
Preacher with. * The Talk of the Beauty 
e of Morality, and the natural Connection 
e of moral, with natural Good and Evil (as 
* a late worthy Divine of pur own ob- 
ſerves) is a fine Thing in Speculation, 
and an undoubred Truth in Fact; and 

upon Men of a philoſophical Make, may 
* have had ſome good Influence, eſpecially 
* where more powerful Motives to Virtue 
were wanting. But is this enough, 
c where the Heart is already engaged a- 
« gainſt Reaſon, in the Party af Vice, im- 
« merſed in Senſuality, enſlaved to his 
„ Appetites and Paſſions, to diſingage it, and 
« ſet the Man at Liberty ?>— Alaſs ! he'll 


++ Brown's Anſwer to Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, 
7. 70, 71. ; „ 
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* hear without any Regard, as one dead to 
* ſuch Talk, who feels none of its Force or 
* Influence”. And therefore Mori ves taken 
from the Goſpel; ſuch as the matchleſs Love 
of a crucified Saviour, God's Readineſs 10 
pardon Sinners for his Sake; and the Re- 
wards and Puniſhments of the next Life 
muſt be made Uſe of. One Thing more 
I would obſerve; which is, that though the 
Aſiiſtance of the Holy Spirit is, in our Age, 
made very little of by too many, and ridi- 
cul'd by ſome ; the Neceſſity of it is, to me, 
ſo plain in Scripture, that, I think, we 
ought to 2 or it as one of the peculiar 
Glories of the evangelical Diſpenſation; 
and to ſhew the People, that their Regene- 
ration, their Advances in the divine Life, 
their being enabled to perform their Duty in 
an acceptable Manner, to reſiſt Tempta- 
tions, to bear up, as Chriſtians, under Af- 
flictions, and to perſevere to the End; all 
depend upon ſupernatural Grace. What 
ſhall I ſay more: You are to keep back no- 
thing from thoſe ro whom you miniſter, 
that is profitable unto them; nor muſt you 
ſhun to declare all the Counſel of Gd; but 
deliver it freely; taking Care not to mix 
the Inventious of fallible Men, by what 
great Names ſoever they may have been 
advanced and countenanced with Goſpel 
Truths, which ought to be kept pure and 
A XX. 20, 27, | FER 
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unadulterated, — Suffer me to add, that 
the different Caſes of thoſe to whom you 
preach, muſt be conſidered, and an Ap- 
plication made to them accordingly, It 
muſt be your Endeavour to guide the Flock 
committed to your Charge in the right 
Way, and to conſult their Safety. You 
muſt provide wholſome Food for their 
Souls, and furniſh them with the beſt De- 
fence you can againſt the World, the Devil, 
and the Fleſh, that they may not be ruin'd 
by theſe Enemies. 247 
As to the Manner of Preaching, I will 
not undertake to offer much about it. This 
however I would ſay, that a Miniſter ſhould 
ſtudy to caſt his Meditations upon every 
Subject that he propoſes to treat of into a 
natural and juſt Method. His Diction ſhould 
be proper, plain and eaſy, that Perſons of 
mean Capacities may underſtand him ; and 
Men of the beſt Senſe hear him without 
Diſguſt. His Pronunciation ſhould be as 
agreeable and diſtin& as he can make it; 
his Behaviour in the Pulpit, grave and de- 
cent, becoming the Place in which he ap- 
pears, and the Work in which he is enga- 
ged; and above all, his own Heart ſhould be 
ſuitably affected with every Thing that he 
delivers. And how glad ſhould I be, if 1 
could always preach in this Manner! But it 
is a much eaſier Thing (I know it by Expe- 
rience) to lay down Rules, than to come up to 
them in Practice. Af- 
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After all, Sir, you will ſee that what I 
have ventur'd to advance about Preaching, 
is very imperfect. Many Things that might 
have been mentioned, have been omitted; 
and every Thing that has been ſaid, would 
have been ſaid by one of better Abilities, to 
much greater Advantage. But if you pleaſe 

to have a Regard to the few Hints that have 
been given; I hope they may be of ſome 
Service. | OM ad 
The next Thing which I ſhall ſpeak a 
little to, is publick Prayer. Herein, Sir, 
you are to be the Mouth of the People to 
God; and when this is conſider'd, you will 
ſee the Need of taking due Care in that Parc 
of your Work. Though we do not deny 
the Lawfulneſs of precompoſed Forms of 
rayer, but are ready to grant, that they 
may be proper for /ome Perſons, and that at 
ſome Times, and in ſome Caſes, the Uſe of 
them may be even neceſſary ; yet we could 
never find it made appear, that either the 
Example of Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or any 
Rules or Directions given in Scripture, 
oblige to the conſtant Ule of them; nor are 
we able to ſee, that in the firſt Ages of 
the Chriſtian Church, Miniſters and People 
were confined to them: Much leſs can we 
be convinced that any have a Power to in- 
join an invariable Form of Devotion, and to 
require all to worſhip God preciſely, as 
they think fit to order them, The Manner 
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in which Proteſtant OT addreſs the 
Divine Being, we think to be well war- 
ranted ; and, all Things conſidered, moſt 
expedient. ' But then Miniſters muſt be ve- 
ry careful in the Performance of this Duty: 
The Majeſty and Perfections of that Being, 
to whom we make Supplication, ſhould be 
well thought on before-hand. The Sins we 
are to confeſs, the Mercies we are to aſk, 
and thoſe which we are to give Thanks for, 
ought to be attended to. A proper Order 
ſhould, I conceive, be, generally, obſerv'd 
in the ſeveral Parts of Prayer, and a warm 
Devotion always kept up through the Whole. 
As to Expreſſion, I have only to ſay, that it 
ought to be ſuch as is beſt ſuited to the Du- 
ty: And the Language of Scripture, if well 
choſen, and rightly applied, would, I ap- 
prehend, have, in many Reſpects, the Ad- 
vantage of our own ; but as to that, Li- 
berty muſt be indulged. By a Regard tofuch 
Things as theſe, and with the ordinary Aſi- 
ſtance of the Holy Spirit; as our Prayers 
would be ſuch as could not offend ſerious 
Worſhippers; ſo we need not queſtion their 
being, through Jeſus Chriſt, accepted of 
God. I hope I ſhall diſpleaſe none, if I now 
take Occaſion to declare; that I very much 
like to have the Lord's Prayer made a Part 
of our publick Devotion. That this was 
given as-a Form, which we are obliged to 
keep ſtrictly to; or that the Apoſtles _— 
| 72 - e:vcs. 
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ſelves always, of ſo much as once uſed it, 
was never, I believe, yet proved. But it 
being a very comprehenlive and perfect 
Summary of Prayer, and no good Reaſon 
appeating to me, why we ſhould ſcruple ad- 
ceffing our ſelves to God in the Words 

which Chriſt has taught us; as a great Num- 
ber of our Miniſters make uſe of them, ſo, 
1 muſt own, I ſhould be glad were they ad- 
mitted into all our Aſſemblies, and the ra- 
ther becauſe I conceive it would be an Ad- 
vantage to our way of Worſhip, and I know 
would take off one Objection which has been 
often made againſt ir. But as to this, all 
muſt be left to their own Judgment, and 1 
would be underſtood to deliver only my own 
Opinion; which I apprehend may be done 
withour giving juſt Offence. 
As to the other Parts of your Duty, Sir, 
what 1 have to ſay in relation to them mult be 
diſpatched in a few Words. The Reading the 
Scriptures publickly, I think, anſwers ſeveral 
very valuable Purpoſes ; and was, it's plain, 
the Cuſtom of the firſt and pureſt Ages. To 
have Singing performed in our Aſſemblies, 
in the moſt decent and orderly manner, and 
ſo as to raiſe the Affections when we join in 
Praiſing God, is what a Miniſter ſhould Ye. 
concerned about, as he is to have the Di- 
rection of the whole Worſhip. And if due 
Encouragement be given, and Health and 
Strength will allow of it, the Inſtructing 
, * young 
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young ones in a catechetical way, would be 
of good Service, and a Benefit to the riſin 
Generation. When you enter Children 
into the Chriſtian Covenant by Baptiſin, Pa- 
rents, whoſe proper Buſineſs it undoubtedly 
is to engage for their religious Education, 


ſhould be told (if they are ſuppoſed not to 


underſtand it) the Nature of that Ordinance, 
and the Obligation they bring themſelves un- 


der to live as Chriſtians, and to take due 


care of the Souls as well as of the Bodies of 


thoſe who are, as it were, a Part of them- 
- ſelves; that they may not be loſt for ever 

through their Negligence, The Lord's 
Supper is a very ſolemn Inſtitution of the 


Chriſtian Worſhip, and calls for great Se- 
riouſneſs in him that miniſters, and all that 


join with him. And as you will do well to 


guard againſt that Superſtition, and thoſe 
groundleſs and unreaſonable Fears which keep 
many good People from being in the Diſ- 
charge of their Duty, and make others go 
to it with /aviſh Apprehen/ions and a heavy 
Heart; ſo care ſhould be taken, not to en- 
courage the Profane, and ſuch as don't ap- 
pear to have any Senſe of Religion upon 


their Minds, to thruſt themſelves into the 
"Communion of the Church. For it can ne- 


ver enter into my Thoughts, that habi- 


tual Sinners, continuing ſuch, can be wor- 
thy Communicants ; though they may re- 
member Chrijt at the Sacrament Table. If 


the 
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the Sacrifice of the Wicked be an Abomination 
to the Lord, as Solomon tells us it is, is there 
not reaſon to believe that ſuch a One's eating 
and drinking the ſacramental Elements mult 
be ſo too? And that what ſuch a Perſon does 
at that Time, ſhould be ofen/ive to the Di- 


vine Majeſty, and he notwithſtanding deemed. 


a worthy Communicant, is what I am nor 
able to account for. : 2 

There will be no room, Sir, for my ſaying 
any thing particularly about thoſe Duties of 
your Office which are of a more private Na- 
ture; as viſiting the Sick, and ſuch as are in 
Affliction, whether of Body or Mind; com- 
forting ſuch as are caſt down; admoniſhing 
the Diſorderly, and the like: And therefore 
I ſhall only ſay, that I hope you will not 
over look or negle& any of them; but en- 
deavour to diſcharge them on all Occaſions 
that may offer, and in the beſt manner. 

4. Allow me, Sir, in the next place, to 
recommend to you the greateſt Exactneſi in 
your Life and Converſation. The irregular 
and immoral Behaviour of Miniſters does 
prodigious Miſchief. By this  Unbelievers 
are confirmed in their Prejudices againſt 
Chriſtianity, and many are tempred to think 
that thoſe who are the Preachers of ic don'c 
give credit to it themſelves. The Profane 
are hereby hardned in their Sins, and ſerious 
People offended and grieved, and have a 

| 1 Prov, xv. 8, | | 
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great Stumbling- block thrown in their way, 
Such Miniſters quickly loſe their Eſteem 
and good Opinion; and from that Time, if 
they hear them, it is not with any pleaſure; 
[ and it is eaſy to ſee, that then they will 
profit bur little by attending on their Mini- 
ſtry. It ſhould not be thought ſufficient 
that you keep clear of groſs Offences; but, if 
you would maintain the Dignity of your 
Character, and conciliate ſuch a Reſpect a- 
mong the People as is neceſſary to your Uſe- 
fulneſs and Succeſs, you muſt behave with 
great Circumſpection, If all Chriſtians are 
to have Regard to whatever Things are lovely 
and of good Report, Miniſters I am fure 
ſhould. © The Decency and Decorum which 
you are obliged to maintain, will caution you 
to uſe even your own Liberty under prudential 
NReſtrictfons, and to deny your ſelf in many 
things which, perhaps, may be in themſelves 
harmleſs, and might nor, in other Perſons, 
be cenſured as culpable. Endeavour to ſhew 
forth the Chriſtian Temper in all its amiable 
Branches, and to walk by Goſpel Rules. 
Let your Meekne/s and Humility, your Mar- 
tification and Contempt of the World, and the 
like, be conſpicuous. Walk in Wiſdom to- 
ward them that are without *9, And let your 
Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee 
your good Works, and glorify your Father 
which is in beaven *. Let your Company be 
r Philip. iv. 8. Coloſſ. iv. 5. * Matt, v. 16. 
| Bf I well 
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well choſen, and the beſt People your moſt 
intimate Friends, Let all your D:/rowr/e, 
wherever you go, be innocent and inoffen- 
ſive; and endeavour, with a due regard to 
Prudence, and as Times and Circumſtances 
will allow, that it may anſwer religious Pur- 
poſes. Be cheerful without Levity, ferious 
without Aﬀectation, and —_— always 
grave without making your ſelf diſagreeable: 
Be an Example of the Believers in Word, in 
Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 
in Purity . It is rightly ſaid by a conſider- 
able Author *, That all Men ſee and ob- 
« ſerve, and make Remarks on the Lives of 
« their Preachers. Even thoſe who are not 
« able to paſs Judgment concerning their 
« Parts and Abilities, and the Doctrines 
« which they preach, can judge of their 
« Manners and Behaviour. The meaneſt of 
e the People can do this, they can difcern 
* whetber the Miniſter be humble or proud, 
« ſober or intemperate, covetous or charitable, 
« looſe or firit in his Converſation.” And 
if it be well conſidered, what an Influence 
Examples have upon Mankind, a Miniſter 
that would be honoured in his Place, and 
anſwer the great Ends of his Office, will ſee 


ij neceſſary to ſet a good one. 


5. That which I have next to recommend 
to you, Sir, is a becoming Zeal for the Truth. 
It is undoubtedly the Buſineſs of Miniſters, 
* 3 Tims iv. 12» Pr. Edquards's Preacher, Pref, p. 26. 
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as was hinted before, to defend the Goſpel, 
as well as to publiſh the glad Tidings of 

Salvation; and the Doctrines contained in 
the Bible muſt not only be preached but 
maintained againſt all Oppoſers. For I could 
never think it a Matter of ſuch Indifferency 
as ſome have repreſented it, what People be- 
lieve and what they deny; I own that all, as 
has been already ſaid, muſt judge for tbem- 
ſelves 5 and far be it from me, to advance 
any thing that may look like breaking in 
upon a Liberty which every Man has a Right 
to. But there are Truths ential to the Re- 
ligion of Jeſus; and theſe muſt call up all 
your Zeal. I have no Intention to enter in- 
to Particulars here; nor would I have it 
thought, that J am ſo aſſuming as to pretend 
to fix an exact Liſt of Fundamentals. That 
which I have in view under this Head, is to 
call upon you to be well prepared, and al- 
ways ready to defend genuine Chriſtianity 
and the Reformation. 

. What 3 have of late been made, to 
diſparage Chriſtianity, and, if poſſible, to ſet 
it aſide, you cannot but know. It has been 
attacked by ſome with all the Marks of an 
audacious Scorn and Malice, and by others 
with the utmoſt Artifice. But Thanks be 
to God, as it has triumph'd in every Gene- 
ration ſince it was firſt preach'd, fo the Evi- 
dences by which it is ſupported, were never 
ſet in a ſtronger Light than they have been 

h in 
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in our Days: And, I hope, its Enemies will 
be aſhamed to perſiſt in their Oppoſition, 

which has been made appear by learned Men 
in the Eftabliſhment, as well as among the 
Diſſenters, to be altogether unreaſonable, 
Be that as it will; you will do well, Sir, to 
be furniſhed to bear a Part in that important 
Argument when ever you may be called to 
it; and to vindicate the holy Jeſus and his Re- 
ligion, as often as you may hear his Per/on 
degraded, and his Goſpel denied or vilified. 
As to the Reformation from Popery, that 
we maintain to be juſt and neceſſary, agree- 
able to the Bible, which is the Religion of 
Proteſtants, and defenſible upon a Principle 
which (as has been obſerved) is the Right 
of every Chriſtian and every Man, I mean 
that of private Fudgment. And this is what 
I exhort you to appear bravely in the De- 
fence of upon all Occaſions, It is not with- 
out Reaſon I am perſuaded, that the Growth 
of Popery among us has of late been the 
Subject of Diſcourſe. It is well known that 
thoſe of the Romiſh Church, have always 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by a more than or- 
dinary Zeal, for what they call the Catbolick 
Cauſe ; nor have they ſpared any Coſt or 
Pains in propagating their Religion, - and 
making Converts to it. And without doubt 
now they have a great Number of Perſons 
employed to ſpread their Principles, and by 
Craft and Subtilty, by relieving the Poor, 
and 
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and ſhewing Kindneſs to fuch as are in Di- 
ſtreſs, &c. to draw as many as they can into 
their Communion. Youwill do well there- 
fore, as Occaſion offers, to give the People a 
View of the dangerons Errors which the 
Church of Rome maintains, and of the Su- 
perſtition and Tadolatry, and the tyrannical 
and bloody Principles with which ſhe is 
chargeable ; that none belonging to you 
may be 1n danger of being ſeduced ; and to 
appear likewiſe for our holy Religion againſt 
any that may offer to diſpute with you the 
Foundation upon which it ſtands, If you 
happen to meer with an artful and learned 
. Adverſary, as you have ſo much the Ad- 
vantage of the Argument, I can't ſee that 
you have any thing to fear; fince you will 
eaſily be able to ſhew (having ſtudied the 
Controverſy with .care) that you have Rea- 
Jon and Scripture on your (ide, and that Po- 
pery is (as a very worthy Divine has told us) 
„ the grand Apoſtacy of the Chriſtian 
* Church; a groſs Corruption of Goſpel 
« Simplicity, and a wicked Deſign to raiſe 
« the Authoricy of Men, upon the Ruins of 
« the Authority of Chriſt, and to increaſe 
c their Wealth, Power and Grandeur in the 
c World, at the Expence of all civil and 
4 religious Liberty. But I ſhould con- 
fider that 1 am trying your Patience, and 
therefore muſt haſten to my laſt Head; and 

* Mr. Barker's Sermon at Safters-ball, p. 3, 4. . 
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yet I cannot diſmiſs this without deſiring you 
to remember, that I have been heſpeaking 
your Zeal for Chriſtianity and Proteſtantiſm, 
which I dare ſay, will be allowed to deſerve: 
it. With reſpe& to Points about which 
People may differ, and yet be equally fincere, 
and equally in the Favour of God; I would: 
beg leave to obſerve, that though you may, 
and indeed ſhould, plead for every Truth 
which appears to your Underſtanding to be 
contained .in the Word of God ; yer it would 
be right always to remember, that you 
may be miſtaken; and though you think 
you are not; it ſhould be no Difficulty with 
you to hope and believe, that thoſe who are 
in different Sentiments from you, may have 
ſearched the Scriptures with as much Ho- 
neſty and Integrity, and as great a Deſire to 
know the Mind and Will of God as your 
ſelf, and that therefore ic would be a Breach 
of the Law of Charity to condemn them. 
If Papiſis will, as far as it is in their Power to 
do it, ſend all to Hell that do not believe as 
their Church believes, Proteſtants ſhould 
confider, that it is altogether inconſiſtent 
with their avowed Principles, to anatbema- 
t12e any, becauſe they have not Minds caſt 
into the ſame Mould with their own, and 
can't exactly tally with them in their Notions 
of Things. | | 

And now, Sir, you muſt ſee the Reaſon 
of my recommending 4 you a becoming Zeal 
e 5 for 
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for the Truth. For there is a Zeal (or that 

which ſome People call ſo) which is very 
unbecoming Chriſtians and Miniſters z and 
ſuch I take that to be, which is not ſuited to 
the Genius of the Goſpel, and has not a ge- 
nerous and an extenſive Charity to be its con- 


| Rant and inſeparable Companion. 


6. Let me exhort you, my Brother, to be 
fledfaſt to the End. Perſevere as a Chriſtian 
and a Proteſtant, continue in the Miniſtry, 
and reſolve to ſpend your Life in this Service. 
That this is your preſent Purpoſe we don't 
queſtion. As to Conſtancy in the Miniſtry, 
which is what I would particularly ſpeak to 
you about, we would have you believe, that 
the ſolemn Tranſactions of this Day oblige you 
to it; and we hope you will never think of 
quitting your Office, while you have Health, 
Abilities, and an Opportunity to exerciſe it. 
And as you are embarked in the glorious 
Cauſe of Liberty, and with a Body of Peo- 
ple, who peaceably diſſent from the Eſta- 
bliſhment, becauſe they think themſelves 
bound to declare againft all Impoſitions upon 
Conſcience and unſeriptural Terms of Com- 

munion; we truſt you will never deſert ſuch 

a Cauſe. I do not ſay this to preclude you 


from being at all times open to Conviction : 


Every Man ſhould be ſo. And if any Per- 
ſon lee ſufficient Reaſon to alter his Senti- 
ments, without doubt he is obliged to do it, 
as otherwiſe he could not act with Sincerity 5 _ 
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and to cenſure any one in that Caſe, would 
be altogether unjuſt and unreaſonable. How- 
ever, I muſt be ſo free as to ſay, that if any 
Diſcouragements you may meet with (and 
you can't expect to be without them) or if 
an apprehenſion or fear of Difficulties of any 
ſort, ſhould make you give out, this would 
betray a Cowardiſe very much to your diſ- 
honour. Shall I add, that if a Proſpect of 
greater worldly Advantages, in any other 
way, ſhould tempt you to leave the Miniſtry 
among us (which, without Breach of Cha- 
rity, one may ſuppoſe to have been the Caſe 
with ſome) ſuch a View, and a Conduct a- 
rifing from it, would be ſordid and ſhameful. 
But we hope, Sir, you act upon better 


Principles. 


I have been ſo much longer upon theſe 
Heads than I thought I ſhould have been 
whea I firſt ſet about preparing for this Ser- 
vice, that I ſhall not have Time to lay be- 
fore you the Motives with which I purpoſed 
to preſs the Advices that have been given, fo 
fully and particularly as was intended; but 
I cannot conclude without ſuggeſting ſome 
| of chem. bs wn Þ 

Conſider then, my Brother, that it is a 
noble Work in which you are engaged. Vour 
Office calls you to oppoſe the Power and Ty- 
ranny which igfernal Spirits exerciſe among 
and over wretched Men; to ſpread pure and 
undefiled Religion in the World, and to en- 
11 8 E 2 large 
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large that Kingdom of God which is not Meat 
and Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace, and 
Toy in the Holy Ghoſt x. Your Buſineſs is to 

inſtruct the Ignorant, to awaken the Secure, 
to reform the Wicked, to call Sinners to 
Repentance, and to bring them to Chriſt. 
You are to warn thoughtleſs Men of the 
Danger they are in of periſning; to encou- 
rage and aſſiſt them when they have happily 
begun the Chriſtian Life, and to lend your 
Help in training up Souls for Glory and Im- 
mortality: And what Work can be more 
excellent, uſeful and honourable than this? 
Herein Miniſters are Labourers together with 
God”; and carry on the great Deſign which 
brought his Eternal Son down from Heaven; 
which he purſued in his State of Humilia- 
tion, and 1s purſuing at his Father's fight 
Hand ; a Deſign which the Angels applaud, 


and take Complacency in; as appears by the 


Triumph they expreſſed upon our Lord's 
Deſcent, in this Language, Glory to God in 
the higheſt, Peace on Earth, and Good-will 
towards Men * ; as likewiſe from its being 
laid, that here is Foy in the Preſence of the 
Angels of God, if but one Sinner repenteth “. 
Conſider again ; that the Maſter whom you 
ſerve is one to whom you and all Mankind 
are under infinite Obligations; and who may 
demand, and upon all Accounts is worthy of 


* Rom. xiv. 17. 7 2 Cor, m. 5. * Luke. . 
2 Luke xv. 10. 8 | $ 


your 
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your moſt diligent and faithful Servi- 
ces. Think, moreover, upon the Cha- 
racters you bear as a Miniſter of Chriſt; 
and particularly that, as you act under 
his Commiſſion, and are ſent to treat 
with Sinners about the great Affair of their 
Reconciliation to God, you may be called 
(in a modeſt Senſe, and without counte- 
nancing the exorbitant and unwarrantable 
Claims of thoſe who are fond of a Power 
which does not belong to them) one of his 
Ambaſſadors* ; and that you are a Steward in 
his Houſe, and it is required in Stewards 
that a Man be found faithful. Think once 
more, that if you endeavour to fulfil. your 


Miniſtry, you may hope for God's Blefſing 


upon your Labours, and Succeſs in them. LI 
will not pur to ſay, that Succeſs may 
be depended upon; for many eminent Ser- 
vants of Chriſt lament the little Good they 
have done, and complain with Hearts full 
of Sorrow, that they ſpeak to People that 
will hear them, and that's all; that their 
Strength is ſpent to little or no Advantage; 
and that the moſt ſolemn and important 
Things which they treat about, have no more 
Influence upon the Generality, than if they 
were only Dreams and Fancies. But one 
that diſcharges his Duty with a good Con- 
ſcience, may with more Reaſon expect to 


d 2.Cor, v. 20, > Ver. 2 
leo 
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ſee the Fruit of his Pains, than a zegligent 


and careleſs Servant can, However that 


may be, your Fidelity will be attended with 


a ſecret Satisfaction of Mind, a Pleaſure 


dreſs my ſelf in a 


which no one that knows how to value it, 


would for the World part with. Think, 


finally, that your Reward will be in Pro- 


portion to your Diligence and e 
n 


and not according to FE Succeſs. A 


how great that Reward will be, I am not 

able to tell you, and therefore ſhall only ſay, 
that it will be /atisfying and eternal, 

Thus, Sir, I have finiſhed what I pro- 

poſed to ſpeak to you, and ſhall now ad- 
ew Words to the People, 

among whom you labour, 


Well, Brethren and Fellow Chriſtians, 
you have been Witneſſes this Day, to a Buſineſs 


of a very ſolemn Nature. You have ſeen the 


Perſon who is to be your ſpiritual Inſtructor 


inveſted in his Office; you have heard a 


Confeſſion of his Faith, his Engagements and 


Charge, Look upon him now, as to all In- 


tents and Purpoſes, a Minifter of Chriſt, and 


reſpect him in that Character. The Chriſtian 
People ſhould know them which labour among 


them, and admoniſh them, and eſteem them 
very highly in love for their Work's ſake “. 


The Elders that rule well ſhould be 


| counted worthy of double Honour, eſpecially 


21 Thel. v. 13. 
they 
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they who labour in the Word and Doctrine. 
They ſhould obey them that bave the Rule 
over them, and ſubmit themſelves; for they 
watch for their Souls as they that muſt give an 


Account . And he that is taught in the Word, 


ſhould communicate unto him that teach- 
eth in all good Tbings s. Theſe are Apoſtolical 
Injunctions. And, J hope, you will think 
them worthy of your greateſt Regard. E- 
fpecially, I hope, that you will encourage 
your Miniſter by a careful Improvement of 


his Labours among you, and that your Pu- 


rity and Peaceableneſs, your Benevolence 


and Fruitfulneſs in every good Work, and 


your ſtrict Conformity to all the Precepts of 
our Saviour's Religion, will ſhew to all 
about you, that you have a great deal more 
than the Name of Chriſtians. I conclude 


in the Words of St. Paul : And now, Bre- 
thren, I commend you to God, and to the 


Word of hisGrace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an Inheritance among all 
them which are ſanttified ". 


2 1 Tim. v. 17. f Heb. xiii, 17. Galat. v. 6 
4A As XX. 32. | | 
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